
TCA Covid Response FAQs 

Below are some of the most common questions people have expressed regarding our 
school’s COVID-19 response. We hope it will be helpful to your family. If you have further 
questions, please contact TCA school nurse, Deon Kisiah at kisiah@tcaeagles.org.  

 

1. I just found out that my child was recently exposed outside of school to someone 
who has tested positive for Covid-19. Can TCA help me know what to do next? 

Yes! Please contact Nurse Kisiah for help (before sending your child to school).  

 

2. My child has minor symptoms that look like regular allergies or a normal upset 
stomach, but I guess it could possibly be COVID-19 symptoms. What do I do? 

You know your child and what is typical for them when they’re not feeling well. If 
symptoms seem low level and not all that unusual, a COVID-19 test or missing school 
may not be needed. However, if there are more symptoms than usual or if symptoms are 
unusually severe or long-lasting (unusual congestion or a headache that just won’t stop), 
do not send them to school. Instead, CLICK HERE to access the COVID-19 Reporting 
Form for TCA Students and Staff. Doing so will alert us and someone will be in touch 
with your family very soon. 

 

3. With masks and social distancing at school, why is there a need to quarantine at 
all if someone tests positive? 

Like most schools, we do our best to distance students in class, at lunch, etc. Despite 
these efforts, it simply isn’t possible for kids to always be the recommended six feet 
distant from one another. 

While most authorities agree that face coverings provide an extra layer of protection 
against spread, they do not provide significant protection against infection from others. 
Therefore, masks typically do not play into protocols in determining close contact. 

4. How does TCA conduct “contact tracing”? 

When a test-confirmed case of COVID-19 is identified on campus, TCA follows the 
general guideline of 15 minutes within 6 feet when determining close contact. When 
additional factors merit consideration (i.e., case symptomology or the type of activities 
engaged in during time of contact), TCA will consult with a local medical authority to 
make these determinations. Practices like elementary cohorting and secondary circles 
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help reduce the amount of students impacted during contact tracing when we have a 
positive case on campus. 

○ In early childhood classes (PK-K), students spend much of their time moving 
around the classroom, and their teacher often spends a good amount of time in 
close proximity to students. As such, in most cases, if an early childhood student 
or teacher tests positive, the entire class and teacher are typically considered to 
have been in close contact with the infected individual.  

○ In elementary classes (1-5), students begin to spend more time seated and less 
time moving around the classroom. Therefore, the “Six Foot / Fifteen Minute” rule 
is used more often in these grades.  

○ In secondary grades (6-12), students spend most of their time seated while in 
class, and passing periods involve limited exposure to students outside of the 
classroom setting. The “Six Foot / Fifteen Minute” rule, based upon seating 
arrangements in each classroom, is important in determining close contact in 
these upper grades. 

When a positive case does occur among our students or staff, it is vital that all members 
of our school family cooperate with TCA in determining who may have been in close 
contact outside of regular classroom interactions (car rides, sleepovers, etc.) 

5. I think a positive student or staff member was around my child at school, but TCA 
didn’t require my child to quarantine. Should I be worried? 

In most cases, we are aware of your child having been around the test-confirmed 
positive person, and we did not consider it to have been “close contact.” If you think 
we’re missing something though, let us know!  

It’s always good to keep a sharp lookout for symptoms of COVID-19 in these situations. 
If you have questions, contact Nurse Kisiah for more information. 

6. Why is the quarantine period of 14 days longer for someone who was exposed 
than the isolation period of 10 days is for someone who actually tests positive? 

Good question! In fact, this is one of the most common questions schools are asked.  

If someone is exposed to COVID-19 and becomes infected with the virus, it can take up 
to 14 days for them to exhibit symptoms or test positive. During that time, even if the 
person is asymptomatic and hasn’t tested positive, he or she is considered contagious. 
This is why quarantine for exposure is 14 days with that countdown beginning the day 
after exposure. 

If someone tests positive for COVID-19, they’ve probably been infected for several days 
prior to the confirming test. Assuming the virus runs its course and symptoms resolve 
fairly quickly, the isolation time from test to being non-contagious is 10 days. 

Our school nurse will clarify the beginning and end of quarantine/isolation. 
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7. What happens academically if my child has to quarantine? 

In most cases, quarantine is a relatively short period of two weeks. Students are not 
counted absent. During that time, the child’s teacher(s) and Lyricia Squyres, TCA’s 
Director of Curriculum, will work to provide an “At Home Learning Plan” which includes 
schoolwork and scheduled teacher contact times designed to keep the student on track 
with their classmates.  

Families must understand that, in most cases, their child’s teachers are still at school all 
day, every day providing full-time on campus instruction. As such, At Home Learning will 
not look like last spring’s online learning model where everyone was off campus.  

For more information on short-term At Home Learning, please contact Mrs. Squyres at 
lsquyres@tcaeagles.org.  

 

8. A few weeks ago, we had a couple of cases on campus that required what felt like 
a large number of kids to quarantine. Why didn’t we just close school for a few 
days and allow things to “settle down”?  

From the beginning, TCA has remained committed to on campus learning as long as we 
feel we can do so safely and effectively. This commitment is in response to our belief 
that kids learn better in school as well as our understanding of the difficulties that remote 
learning creates for families -- especially families with young children. 

Furthermore, it appears that all of the positive cases within our staff and student body 
have occurred off-campus, primarily at family events. Being in school at TCA seems to 
be the best way to prevent spread! 

 

9. As an independent school, why should TCA follow “outside” regulations? 

The Texas Education Agency has provided guidance for all Texas schools in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Some of that required of all schools, while some is required 
of public schools but only recommended for independent schools. TCA follows the 
required elements, but when it comes to portions that are recommended, we have some 
latitude. Still, we usually implement those elements as well for a couple of reasons: 

○ We want to keep our school family safe and healthy. 
○ Operating outside of this guidance can put our school at legal risk. 
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10. Why doesn’t TCA offer a fully online version of school at the same time we’re 
doing in-person school? 

In looking ahead to the fall of 2020, school leadership made the conscious decision not 
to attempt to simultaneously conduct in person and online school. While many factors 
played into this decision, several rise to the top.  

- Kids learn better in person.  
- Our core value of relationships is embodied through in-person school in ways 

online school cannot achieve.  
- The vast majority of TCA families wanted in person learning.  
- The amount of resources and effort needed to sustain a fully online program 

would have significantly hindered our ability to do in person learning well. 
- We know who we are and what we do well. Years of experience have proven that 

we can do in person school very well, and Spring 2020 showed that we could do 
fully online learning well with 9 out of 10 TCA families indicating that they were 
“satisfied” or “very satisfied” with their online experience (we learned so much 
from that experience that we know we can do it even better if a need for online 
school were to recur).  

- Our teachers are important to us, and we knew that asking them to 
simultaneously teach students in class and students at home would strain their 
ability to serve either population well. After hearing from struggling educators at 
area schools attempting to do this now, we see this concern was well founded. 

 

 

 


